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From Cueldap, Febrvary 9. to Churlbap, February 11. 1713. 





If the Letter in the laff Mercator is right, the Portugal Treaty was broken by the K—g of P—gal 


almoft as foon as made. 


If broken by the Portuguefe, st ought not then to be binding to ms. 


The Particulars, wherein it was broken Argued, 
That Treaty an Invafion of our Conftitution, 


They that advifed to it ought to Anfwer for it, and ave Guilty of worfe than Felonies. 

Contrary to the 27th and 37th Article of Magna Charta., 

All Toings «done or procured contrary to Magna Charta, are by Magna Charta made to be of no 
force. The Por—ti Treaty therefore is void and of no Force, and ought not to be obferved by us. 





F The Letter publifhed in the laft ACER C A- 
TOR fpeaks Truth; it is left to all Impartial 
Britains who regard the Honour of theit Country, 
and defire, that the fhould have Juftice done her by 

ther Nations, to tell us,whether we are not fairly dil- 
charged of all manner of Obligation to the King of 
Portugal; and whether we ought to think Ourfeives 
any longer bound by the Treaty with him. 

The Thing is very plain, we granted the King of 
Portugal’s Subjets a Privilege exclufive in Britain, 
(viz.) That they fhould pay a Third lefs Cuftoms on 
their Wines than the French. 

We did this for fomething or for nothing; if for 
fomething, what was the Confideration ? The Confide- 
ration was exprefs'd, (viz.) An Advyantege of having 
our Cloths admitted at atime,when all fuch Goods 
were Prohibited from other Countrics as well as Ours ; 
We did nor flipulate to be put upon an even Foor with 
them, but thar Ours fhould be adszitted : Immeditely 
be takes off the General Prohibition, and Levels our 
‘Trade with our Neighbours: Was this the Intent and 
Meaning of the Treaty, or was it not? 

Perhaps they will Obje&, we did not Capitulate, 
that others fhould remain Prohibited, and that thcre- 
fore he was at liberty ; but the Anfwer will Introduce 
a Queftion; Pray why was the King of Portugal fo 
sererous to the French and the Dutch as to Grant that 
to them for Norhing,which he infifed upon fo high 
a Value from us as an Equivalent for ? 

Some People, it may be, will Infer, That this was 
no Breach inthe King of Portugal, becaufe that no 
Nation but England Importing any Woollen Cloths into 
Portugal, or having any to import thither, the King 
of Portugal had nothing to do,but to make an Act in 
general, that fuch Goods might be Imported 5 which 
was the fime thing,as giving an exclufive J iberty to the 
Englith; kecanfe to allow the bringing in of Goods, 
which no Nation but England had to turnifh, was ef- 


fectually granting the Lidertyywhich the Enetith def a 

. This indeed would be an Anfwer from thofe People, 
whoare of the Opinion, that none but the Enslith can 
make thofe Cloths. But our Oppofers dare nor make 


ufe of fech an Argument fure, when at the fame time 


- 


time they tell us the French can make as good Broad- 
Cloth as we do, and fell Cheaper too, and thereby 
carry away the Trade. If what they fay is true, then 
the King of Portugal having obliged us to give him an 
Advantage in the Datics on his Goods here, has given 
us nothing for the Equivalent; nor has he made 
good the Condicion, for which that Advantage in our 
Duties was Granted to him; and therefore we cannot 
fee why we fhould think ourfelves obliged (if we were 
otherwife obliged) by a Treaty, which we find broken in 
upon as foon as made. 

But we muft alfo referve what was faid before, (viz.) 
That yet more forcible Reafon mentioned already, 
which no Anfwer has or can be given to, (viz.) That 
this Treaty being in its fe'f an Invafion of Parliamen- 
tary Right, could not Jegaily be made, and is therefore 
void in its own Nature, as every A& done againtt or 
incontiftent with the Conftitution is, and mult be allow’d 
to be. Tt this be not Granted, then we have no more 
nécd of Parliaments, and in particular have no need to 
trouble the prefent Parliament with any Debates about 
the 8th and oth Article of the Treaty of Commerce ; 
for if an Ambaffador can bya Treaty Article with Por- 
tugal, that the Parliament fhall not Jay fuch or fich 
Duties, and thar the Parliamence fhall not take off 
fuch or fuch; An Ambafflador may by the fame Rule 
Article in the Treary with France, That the Parliament 
SHALL take off fuch and fuch Duries; and the like. 
And foa Britifh Parliament is mate a dainty Nofe of 
Wax to be turned\and twifled, fland this way, and chac 
way, asa Plenipotentiary thall pleafe to dire&t. 

tf an Ambaffador at Lisbon thal be allow'd to Ar- 
ticle, That the Parliament fhall not lay*any higher 


Duries on Portugal Wines than fo and fo; fhall noc take. 


off any Duties from the French Wines, but on firch 
and frch Conditions ; and that if they take off or add 
in ene part, they fhall be obliged to take off and add 
in fach other parr: By the fame Rule a Plenipotentiary 
at Urrecht may Article with the French, that the Par- 
Jia ment fhall reduce the Duties on French Wines to 
fucl or fuch a Rate, and that they fhall pay no more 
than Goods rf the like Quality pay from other Coun- 
trices ; and the like. And if the Pasliament are bound 
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. oy “pigaite itiaries may aswell raife Taxes at home,as take 
Nj sgikovaxes abroad ; and if the Parliament may be Li- 


nited one way, they maybe Limited another. What 


~$ loud Noife of Tyrafiny,and of the difpenfing Power 


would thefe Men make, if the prefent Adminiftration 
fhould a& thus ? How would our Pamphleteers fwell it 
up to an Invading the Conftitution, and to a Criminal 
Breach of our Original Right, and perhaps plead for 
another Revolutioft, and a calling in another foreign 
Power to reftore theif Privileges. all thefe Things 
have been done ina time, when the Pretenfions for a 
jut Adminiftration run very high, and when the Revo- 
lution Principle, as it was call’d, was a Teft of the 
Loyalty of the Subject. 

All thofe Men,who really a& upon the Foundation of 
Libexgy, and whofe Concern for the Brith Conflicution 
is not a ape gewence only, muft, if they, would fpeak 
Impartially, allow, that whoever advifed the Signing 
and Ratifying, chat fuch a Treaty as would deftroy the 
Britith siitation, and take away the Sacred Re- 
ferved Rights of Parliament in raifing Taxes, ought 
no more to wear his Head in this Free Nation, 
than King James the Second ought to have worn his 
Crown. 3 

But this is not a Time,when Men will allow them- 
felves to be Impartial. They will allow nothing in 
thofe, who they Argue againit, tho’ they will pradtice 
ee thing, and juflity it,when it ferves their own 

ZiC, 

Is this the Treaty, that ought to, be ‘kept Inviolable ¢ 
Was it a Sin agaiift the Government to call this a Fe- 
lonious Treaty? Well! then the MERCATOR hhall 
fay nd more; bur fhall fay what is as bad, and afirm 
it, (viz.) That it would be worfe than FELONIOUS 
to -entorce-the keeping it at the expence of the un- 
doubted Privileges of the Britith Parliament. This 
would be-a Robbery equat to the worft Treafon ; for it 
would take from the Parliament that Right, which has 
not for fome Ages been Difputed with them, (viz.) OF 
having the only Power of levying and appropriating 
Taxes, and raifing Money; a oe even King James 
himfclf never denied, and never invaded. 

To fuch Extremities wil] our Parties carry their Fends 
at this time, that they will give up even the funda- 
mefital Liberties of their. Country, to carry a point 
againit thofe,who they think fit to Oppofe; and rather 
tian not maintain the Intereftwhich they have embark’d 
in, they will Sacrifice all that ought to be dear to them 
as Englifhmen and Britains. 

Whar Privilege’ have we left,which is worth Na- 
ming or warth keeping, if thepower of giving Money 
is taken from the Legiflature, and deputed to fingle Per- 
fons, Ambaffadors, &c.? May not the next Sett of Ple- 
nipotentiaries agree to take off the whole Subfities of 


Tonage and Poundage from all or any Goods, and the 


Parliament be obliged to affent-and make it Effectual ! 

It behoves therefore all true Britons who have the 
leaft Concern: for the Liberties of their Country, to 
Vote that Treaty a Betraying the Nation, and impra‘ti- 
cable, or indeed impoflible to be obferved, withour the 
Overthrow of that great and fundamental Article of our 
Conftiturion, (viz.) The frings of the Peoples Purfes 
being kept'in their own Hands. 

We Talk much of Magna Charta, and the Blood and 
Treafure, which it has Coft our Ancettors in former 
Days to. preferve the Charter of their Liberties ; and we 
are very Riehtin fo doing: But do thefe People know 
then, that the Treaty we are [peaking of deftroys the 
very Effence and Nature of Magna Charta ? 

Two Things are of the mo/ft fundamenral Confe- 
— to this Nation, and bot! are found in Magna 

sharta. 


7 prefe yued, 


y. We Adan [ball be Ditetzed of bis Freepolt bs. Loads 
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or Libertics, bei ly tus Peers 3 bat all aacteat Liberties fork 


Magna Charta, Cap. 27. 27. 
a Lf auy thing be.done ov protured by .tisy Perfon, con- 
trary to this Charter, it fall be Of no Loree. Mag, Char. 


Cap. 37. Sect. ¢. 


Thus this Treaty is of no Force, even by Migna 
Charta it IK for thatit is deftructive of the ancient 
Liberties. One ct the ancient Liberties, and far more 
ancient than Magna Charta, was the Right of Levying 
Money by Parliament; and even in Nono Hen, Tertia, 
when our great Charter was confirmed, a Subfidy in 
refpect of the Chaster, is Granted by the Parliament to 
the King, and is made an Article of the Charter. 

But this Treaty with Porrugal takes this Liberty from 
the Parliament, and places it in the Crown, and Im- 
powers the Crown to depute it agai to a fingle Sub- 
ject, Ambaffador, &c. which being thus contrary to 
Magna Charta, is therefore of no Force ; and the Par- 
liament of Britain cannot be bound by it. 


From the Cuftom-Houfe. 


Exported to France in Three Days, 
Jan. 27, 28, 29. 


10 Casks Sandiver 
29 Stuffs 
1 piece Shag 
20 1. wt. Silk Hofe 
125 !. Haberdathery and wrought Iron 
1 C. Clockwork, and 3 Cafes 
30 pieces Cabinet Wares 
2 Bedsand Furniture 
25 Firkins Butter | 





6 C. Block-Tin “! 


77 C. Leather 
3685 1. Cotton Wooll 
—  2C, Books 
1 Ton 10 C. Lead thot 
11 Fod. 4 C. Lead 
10 Ton 14 C. Logwood oe 
12 Ton 2C, Nicarago Wood 
§ Ton 12C. Brazilleto 
19 Ton 8 C. Copperas 
1 Ton Gauls 
6 C. Elephants Teeth 
2 Ton 106 Gal. Canary 
2 Ton 10C. Brown Sugar i 
3 Ton 1 C. Corants atta 
13 Ton Raifins 
24531, Pimento 
16206 |. Virginia Tobacco 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
Juft Publifh’d, 


Modeft Enquiry into the Reafons of the Joy ex- 

prefs'd by a certain Sert of People, upan the 
fpreading of a Report of Her Majefy's Death. Price 22. 
And ina few Days will be publifl’d, The Publick Spine 
of the Whigs, fer forth in their generous Encourage- 
ment of the Author of the Crifis: With fome Ob- 
fervations on theSeafonablenefs, Candor, Erudition and 
Style of that Trearife. Price 1s. but tothe Subécribers 
Half a Crown. Note, This Work will be Printed in 
Quarto, fit to be bound up with‘ the Critis. Both 
Printed for Join Morphew, near Sratiofiers-Hall. 
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Tooker, at the Tewple-Gate : and 
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( Price 3 Half-pence. ) 














